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February Newsletter
Written by: Rev. Dr. Yongbo Lee, Senior Pastor

"You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien, for you were aliens in the land of
Egypt." (Exodus 22:21)

Dear Bayside United Methodist Church Family,
     As we step into February, my heart is drawn to reflect
on the issue of immigration—a topic that resonates
deeply with the biblical call to justice, compassion, and
love. The words of Exodus remind us of a profound
truth: ‘You too were strangers.’ This is not merely a
reflection of Israel’s past; it is a divine mandate shaping
the lives of all who follow God.
     The story of Israel in Egypt teaches us that through
suffering, God’s people learned His call to care for the
foreigner and the vulnerable. Today, those ancient
words echo with urgency. As a nation, we find ourselves
embroiled in debates on immigration—debates too often
clouded by division and fear. Yet as Christians, we are
called to rise above the noise and respond with the heart
of Christ.
     While laws and accountability are necessary, let us
not lose sight of the immigrants among us who work
tirelessly, pay taxes, obey the law, and enrich our
communities. Among them are DACA recipients, known
as Dreamers—approximately 509,000 as of September
2024—who have grown up in this country, contributing
to its fabric with hopes and dreams no different from our
own.
     According to the Institute on Taxation and Economic
Policy, undocumented immigrants contribute an
estimated $11.7 billion annually in state and local taxes.
These numbers are more than statistics; they tell the
story of resilience, sacrifice, and hope.
     Scripture is unequivocal: Do not oppress or mistreat
the foreigner. As followers of Christ, we must treat all
people—regardless of status—with justice, dignity, and
love. We, too, are recipients of God’s grace, standing on
this land not by our own merit but by His blessings.
This February, I invite Bayside United Methodist
Church as a church family to take these steps together

     1. Pray with Compassion and Purpose
Let us commit to praying for our leaders, including
President Trump and his administration, that they
might govern with wisdom, mercy, and compassion.
Pray also for immigrants seeking peace and dignity in
this land, that they may find justice and hope.

    2. Open Our Hearts in Hospitality
The story of America is the story of immigrants—each
one adding to the rich tapestry of our nation. Let us, as
the body of Christ, open our doors and hearts to
welcome the stranger, just as God has welcomed us.
   
    3. Be a Church of Advocacy and Healing
May we live out the Gospel by advocating for justice
and compassion and standing with the least among us. 

  Let us be a church that leads with love and
compassion, showing the world what it means to live
in the light of Christ. Together, may we build bridges,
offer hope, and honor God by loving our neighbors as
ourselves.

In the Grace of Christ, who brings hope to all,
 Rev. Dr. YongBo Lee



1월 뉴스레터
이용보 담임목사 

“너는 이방 나그네를 압제하지 말며 그들을 학대하지 말라. 너희도 애굽 땅에서 나그네였음이라”
(출애굽기 22:21) 
사랑하는 베이사이드연합감리교회 가족 여러분,
2월을 맞이하며 제 마음은 이민 문제에 대해 성경의 말씀으로 깊이 묵상하게 됩니다. 이 주제는 성경이 가르치는 정
의, 자비, 긍휼과 사랑과 소명과 깊이 연결되어 있습니다. 출애굽기의 말씀은 우리에게 중요한 진리를 상기시킵니다.
"너희도 애굽 땅에서 나그네였다." 이 말은 단순히 이스라엘의 과거를 떠올리게 하는 말씀이 아니라, 하나님을 따르
는 모든 이들의 삶을 형성하는 거룩한 울림입니다. 
이스라엘 백성의 애굽 생활 이야기는 고통 속에서 하나님의 백성이 외국인과 연약한 자를 돌보라는 하나님의 부르심
을 배웠다는 것을 보여줍니다. 오늘날 이 성경의 말씀이 중요하게 들려옵니다. 우리가 사는 이 미국은 이민 문제를 둘
러싼 논쟁에 휩싸여 있으며, 이 논쟁은 종종 분열과 두려움으로 흐려져 있습니다. 그러나 그리스도인으로서 우리는
이러한 혼란에 대해서 그리스도의 마음으로 응답해야 합니다.
모든 것에 법과 책임이 필요합니다.  그러나 우리 주변의 이민자들을 잊지 말아야 합니다. 대다수의 이민자들은 열심
히 일하고, 세금을 내며, 법을 준수하고, 우리의 공동체를 풍성하게 만듭니다. 그들 중에는 "드리머(Dreamers)"로
알려진 DACA 수혜자들도 있습니다. 2024년 9월 기준으로 약 50만 9천 명이 이 나라에서 자라며 우리의 사회에
기여하고 있습니다. 그들의 희망과 꿈은 우리의 것과 다르지 않습니다.
조세 및 경제정책 연구소에 따르면, 서류미비 이민자들은 매년 약 117억 달러를 주 및 지방 세금으로 기여한다고 합
니다. 이 숫자들은 단순한 통계가 아니라, 회복력과 희생, 그리고 희망의 이야기를 말해줍니다.
성경은 분명히 말합니다. "외국인을 학대하지 말라." 그리스도를 따르는 사람들로서 우리는 모든 사람을 정의롭고
존엄하며 긍휼하게 그리고 사랑으로 대해야 합니다. 우리 또한 하나님의 은혜를 받은 사람들로서, 우리의 공로가 아
니라 하나님의 축복으로 이 땅에서 살고 있습니다.
이 2월에 베이사이드연합감리교회가 다음의 발걸음을 함께 내딛기를 초대합니다.
1.   자비와 목적을 가지고 기도합시다
우리의 지도자들, 특히 트럼프 대통령과 그의 행정부가 지혜와 자비, 긍휼로 다스릴 수 있도록 기도합시다. 또한 이
땅에서 평화와 존엄을 찾는 이민자들이 정의와 희망을 찾을 수 있도록 기도합시다.
2.   환대의 마음을 엽시다
미국의 이야기는 이민자들의 이야기입니다. 그들은 우리의 나라를 풍성하게 만드는 존재들입니다. 그리스도의 몸 된
교회로서 우리도 하나님께서 예수 그리스도를 통해서 우리를 환대하신 것처럼 낯선 이들을 환영하는 문과 마음을 엽
시다.
3.   보호와 치유의 교회가 됩시다
예수님의 복음을 살아내며 정의와 자비를 옹호하고 가장 작은 자들과 함께 서는 교회가 됩시다. 그리고 고통 받는 이
웃들과 함께 할 때, 하나님의 보호하심과 치유가 임하는 교회가 될 줄 믿습니다.
예수 그리스도의 이름으로 사랑과 자비와 긍휼로 세상을 비추며, 이웃을 내 몸과 같이 사랑함으로써 하나님께 영광
돌리는 교회가 됩시다. 예수 그리스도의 이름으로 우리 함께 험한 세상에 다리를 놓고 희망을 전하며, 모든 사람에게
소망을 주시는 그리스도의 은혜 안에 살아갑시다.
그리스도 안에서 소망을 주시는 주님의 은혜로
담임목사 이용보 드림



     A Pastoral Letter from Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton: Reflections
on the Past Week
January 25, 2025

 M E M O R A N D U M 
TO: Active, Retired & Local Church Lay Leaders of the New York
Annual Conference 
 
(Matthew 25:35-36, The Message)
I was in prison, and you came to me.
I was sick and you stopped to visit,
I was shivering and you gave me clothes,
I was homeless and you gave me a room,
I was thirsty, and you gave me drink,
I was hungry and you fed me
, 
 In 1738, after a long practice of preaching TO people from a high
steeple Anglican Church, John Wesley, the founder of Methodism,
took a radical step to preach WITH people who had gathered in a
field near Bristol, England. On that day John Wesley wrote these
words in his journal:
 
     “At four in the afternoon, I submitted to become more vile and
proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of salvation …”
 
      For Wesley, to become more vile meant that he had to move
beyond his comfort zone and enter the world of the poor, the
oppressed, the imprisoned, and, in fact, anyone who was in need.
The struggle to take the words of faith we embrace and literally
use them as the foundation for courageous acts of faithfulness,
forged what we know today as our United Methodist theology. It is
what we believe, and it is what we do.
 
      Today I write in the midst of massive change and transition. In
less than a week, the United States has become a place where the
poor, the oppressed, the marginalized, the immigrant, the LGBTQ+
community, and so many others are experiencing great fear and
anxiety as a result of executive orders and campaign promises
being lived out by the new administration.
      Those clear tensions and anxieties present significant
challenges to a church that is tempted toward complacency and the
avoidance of conflict. However, in what is yet another seminal
moment for the church, we are being presented with an
opportunity to become more "vile” by getting out of our comfort
zone to enter the heartaches and fears of others. This is the
moment, the opportunity, to take the gospel TO the people.
 



     Today, I call upon all United Methodists in New England and
New York to embrace a posture of radical welcome and hospitality.
I call upon all churches to provide a safe space of welcome to
immigrants and the marginalized who are afraid, intimidated, and
threatened. I call upon all leaders, both lay and clergy, to take bold
steps to lead our people into the gospel and into the very
communities where our churches reside. As Romans 15:7 says so
clearly, “Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” This is our time and our
moment to become more “vile.”
     To those of you who have already taken bold steps to minister
to the urgent needs of the immigrant and the marginalized, I
applaud your efforts and want you to know that we stand with you
and alongside you as you do all you can to live into your baptismal
vow to “resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms
they present themselves.” We will do whatever is needed to
support and encourage your ongoing work. Thank you for being
"vile.”
     To those of you who are afraid of words like resistance,
advocacy, intervention, and conflict, I urge you to examine how
Christianity is defined not secularly, but biblically. As I Peter 3:13-
15 states, "Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is
good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are
blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and to not be intimidated, but
in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.” 
     I want you to know that we stand ready to support you as you
struggle, as John Wesley himself did, to move from the safe and
predictable to the fearful and uncertain world that has emerged
around us. I pray that you can become more “vile.”
     To those of you who are immigrants, refugees, and ones who
are seeking safety and peace, I want you to know that we stand
with you and alongside you. Our prayers are with you, and we pray
that our actions may remind you of how deeply you are loved and
valued.
 
     And to all of us, may we be reminded that together we are the
body of Christ, siblings created by the same God, called to see one
another as colleagues, friends, and neighbors and reminded always
that when one of us suffers, we all suffer together (I Corinthians
12:26).
 
     This is a day when the struggle for human rights has reached a
new level of importance. It is a day when we must find ways to
minister to those around us for if we do not, there is no guarantee
that anyone will. This is the time for the church to live out its faith
in acts of compassion, grace, justice, joy and love.
 



     In the midst of all that we have experienced in the last few
days, there is still much that we do not know. While we are being
briefed by state government officials, they acknowledge there’s
much they do not know. It ’s important to remember that specific
strategies used today may rapidly change tomorrow as policies
and actions emerge. We pledge to all of you that we will keep you
informed about actions and directions that are recommended to
us.
     Most of all today, let us reaffirm who we are and what we are
called to be as the church: a place of welcome, belonging, safety,
and peace. Let us support one another as a people who, by faith,
are called to take bold steps to live out our faith, not just talk
about it.
    Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what are you
talking about?
     When did we ever see you hungry and feed you, thirsty and
gave you a drink?
     And when did we ever see you sick or in prison and come to
you?’
      Then the King will say, ‘I ’m telling the solemn truth:
Whenever you did one of those things to someone overlooked or
ignored, that was me – you did it to me.’
(Matthew 25: 37-40, The Message)
Sounds like we need to become more “vile.”
 
May it be so. Amen.

Thomas J. Bickerton
Resident Bishop
New Hope Episcopal Area
The New England & New York Annual Conferences







2/2 Luke 4:22-30: Holy
Communion

2/9 Luke 5:1-11
2/16 Luke 6:17-26
2/23 Luke 6:27-38. 

(As for Korean congregation, 3.1
Independence's the 106th

anniversary).

february lectionary
SERMON TEXTS FOR WORSHIP







JOIN US FOR BIBLE
STUDY

B A Y S I D E  U N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T

C H U R C H

C O M I N G  S O O N  

You will be able to gain a much deeper

understanding of the word of God and apply these

scriptural truths to your everyday life.

 



JULY 7TH - AUGUST 22

Bays ide UMC

www.bumcsummercamp.com

Call 917-704-2662 / 718-229-4024
Email admin@bumcsummercamp.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Early Drop-O  8:30AM
Pick-Up 5PM- 6pm
Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks Provided
Math & English, STEAM
SHSAT (8th Graders)
Arts & Crafts, Glee, Music
Gym Time (Basketball, Soccer & more)
Praise & Worship

ACTIVITES
• Carnival Day- Face painting, Making 

B a llo o n t w is t in g , C o t to n c a n d y, 
Popcorn, Ice Cream, and much more!
Animal Petting
Movies / Nintendo Switch 
Laser Tag / Bounce House
Talent Market 

•
•
•
•

Session 1

8:30AM - 3PM | $1,400 - 7 Weeks 
Session 2

3PM - 5PM | $400 - 7 Weeks 





BAYSIDE UMCBAYSIDE UMC
SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL

ARTS & CRAFTS

SMALL GROUP

RECESS & LUNCH

PRAISE & WORSHIP

EDUCATION WING
3820 BELL BLVD

WWW.BAYSIDEUMC.NET

JESUS LOVES
YOU

EVERY SUNDAY @ 11:30 AM




