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                                  Spiritual Decision
                                                  Rev. Jung Ung Moon
       

     Life is a series of decisions. We can make one decision and it can change our lives but
then the next one can cause our lives to move in a completely different direction. We
need to be careful with the important decisions.
     God has greatly blessed us by giving us the power to choose. We often make mistakes.
If we look closely at our choices, we more often make the wrong decisions than the right
ones. How do we know? We know we have made a wrong decision when we experience
regret. Regret is the mind's reaction to the wrong decision. So how can we make a decision
without having regrets?  Unfortunately, this is impossible because we don’t know the
future. We will always make mistakes and we will often have regrets.
     There is only one way to make decisions without regrets. The only way is by relying on
the perfect God. This is what we call a faithful decision. The faithful decision is a decision
made by relying on the Word, and this happens through prayer. Our problem is that we
make decisions based on our greed. Greed begets sin, and sin begets death. So, those who
have greed will eventually lose their life because of that greed. This does not mean that we
simply lose our physical life, but we lose our spiritual life. God said, “The human mind plans
the way, but the Lord directs the steps.” 
(Proverbs 16:9)
     We make lots of decisions but what is important is our motives behind these decisions.
What is behind each of our decisions? If every decision we make is for the glory of God,
the decision is in God, and the outcome is guided by God. We call that the decision of faith
and the life of faith. We must stand on the good path. It doesn’t matter how smart
someone is, the decisions one makes within Satan are evil decisions. Satan constantly
attacks us. It is Satan who even entered Jesus' disciples and made them fight with each
other. But we have hope that Jesus has won. Jesus overcame all temptations through
obedience to God until He died on the cross. After this, He was resurrected, and He
became the Savior for us so that we can have eternal life. Jesus' decision was the victory
of obedience to God's word. Jesus showed us what a perfect decision in God is. When
making a decision, be sure to do it after praying in the Word. If life is a series of decisions,
then we must rely on the wisdom that comes only from God to make the right decisions. I
hope that all members of the church will live a life that brings glory to God.
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Mission Committee 

     Mission Chair Eulynis Matthias-Fridie dropped off school supplies that the
mission team prepared for the Springfield Residence for the children. 
(100 Tote Bags, notebooks, glue, pencils, colored pencils, crayons, and rulers)

     This year's Yard Sale to benefit the 9/11 relief fund and for missions raised
$2,238.  From the raised funds we have sent out a donation of $1,000 to the
children of Armenia through the Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America(Eastern).  

    The Mission Committee will be hosting a food drive from Nov 1 through Nov 
 19. Monday thru Friday 9 am - 5 pm you can drop of canned or packaged food
at the church.  Sunday 10 am to 12 pm
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 Living Through The Bible Kids

     God has blessed BUMC’s Sunday School with the most extraordinary children, now known as
Living Through The Bible Kids. What a joyful, loving, kind, inquisitive, smart and creative group
they are!   We begin our time in prayer. We thank God for our church, our families, and our time
together. We ask God, in Jesus name, to be present and pleased with all that we do. 

     One day, several students came in especially early and I decided to put on some kids'
worship songs while setting up. After a few minutes, one of the younger children came up to me
and said, “You forgot to open in prayer!” I smiled and said, “I didn’t forget, we haven’t started
yet!” 

    Even young children can learn how important it is to have a relationship with God through
prayer. I often ask them to try to remember to think of God before anything else in the morning.
When they first open their eyes, before they even get out of bed, I ask them to say at least a
simple prayer of, “Thank you, God!” This is to help them think about how we can do nothing
without God. That very first breath of the day, which is an awesome gift from God, allows them
to do all the things they want to do. The children are encouraged to talk to God throughout the
day when they feel upset, worried, or even just to say, “Thank you” for the cool clouds in a
beautiful blue sky, a delicious lunch at school, or finding out that they have no homework.

     The children follow the Living Through The Bible schedule.  After a time of worship through
music, they study a portion of the same scripture that is discussed in the Sunday service. This
has been designed by Rev. Moon so that we, as a church family, can all be reading the same
passage of the Bible on Sunday. 
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      This can be a challenge at times for young children but, by God’s grace, the children are
learning to read, discuss and apply a relevant message for them directly from the Bible. God’s
love and mercy are all over the scriptures even in some of the more difficult passages of the Old
Testament. After the lesson, the children work on a craft based on that lesson to reinforce what
they have learned. 

     Our children are our future and our greatest blessing. What a joy they are! Please pray for
them. Please pray that they remain healthy, happy and especially that they grow in the
knowledge and love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. If you know of any children that would
like to join Living Through the Bible Kids, please contact the church office or send an email to:
Sundayschoolbayside@gmail.com.
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Youth Group- Living thru the Bible Youth 

The Bayside Youth along with KCS continue to partner to hold covid-19 testing
and vaccination site at the church.  Every second Saturday of the month from 11
am to 3 pm.  There is a mobile vaccination unit sent by NYC for those who wish
to get vaccinated.  Many have been coming the past 2 months to get tested and
vaccinated.

Starting in December the youth will meet on Sunday afternoons to form a
worship team. 

Living thru the Bible Youth continues to sponsor 2 Armenian children through
World Vision.  Gor and Gurgen
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Church COVID 19 Guidelines

Although, we have opened our church to many activities we follow the CDC
guidelines. The CDC has recently issued revised guidelines for in-person
gatherings due to the rapid spread of the Delta variant of the coronavirus. These
revised guidelines include the recommendation that vaccinated and unvaccinated
persons in areas with high infection rates wear masks when gathering indoors. 

PLEASE NOTE: THIS NEW GUIDANCE MODIFIES THE GUIDANCE OFFERED ABOVE IN
THAT ALL PERSONS, INCLUDING VACCINATED AND UNVACCINATED, ARE NOW
RECOMMENDED TO WEAR MASKS WHEN GATHERING INDOORS. THE CDC AND NYS
HAVE NOT OFFERED NEW GUIDANCE REGARDING SOCIAL DISTANCING OR
SURFACE DISINFECTION AT THIS TIME.

        


